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Sir: 



The applicant has reported an error in the remarks filed with the 
amendment on 2-16-2010. The following sentence, which appeared at page 
38 of the amendment filed 2-16-2010: 

"Also, when a protein such as BSA is used as an 
intermediary (or "spacer") in immobilizing of a nucleic acid 
species, the protein would be subject to denaturation during 
the thermal fusion and, even if not denatured, may increase 
nonspecific reactions." 

should have read: 

"Also, when a protein such as BSA is used as an 
intermediary (or "spacer") in immobilizing of a nucleic acid 
species, the protein would be subject to denaturation during 
the thermal fusion and, even if the protein gives only a low 
number of nonspecific reactions before heat denaturation, 
the heat denaturation may increase the nonspecific 
reactions." 
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